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The Savvy Traveler’s Guide  

 to Planning a Great Vacation 

Like millions of Americans, you probably need a great vacation. 

And rightfully so! In fact, we all need a vacation after surviving 

2020 and the continuing impact of the COVID-19 virus. Staying 

home, wearing masks and social distancing became the norm. Yet, most 

of us are among the fortunate despite “cabin fever” and our growing   

pent-up desire to travel again. 

As the challenges of the pandemic diminish and we are free to travel 

again, the world will offer many great vacation options ― hopefully 

reopening again by mid to late-2021 and beyond. 

We created this special report to help you plan, or at least dream 

about, your next great vacation. It encompasses a wealth of vacation 

ideas and travel tips, as well as guidance in finding the professional   

travel planning assistance necessary today to travel with confidence 

in the post-pandemic world.  

 This special report is divided into three sections ― 

• Vacation Pre-Planning  

• Great Vacation Opportunities  

• Travel Tips for Great Vacations  

It’s tempting to bypass the pre-planning section by jumping ahead 

to vacation opportunities. In fact, we encourage you to explore that 

section first because it may jump-start your thinking. Yet, creating a 

truly great vacation requires thoughtful focus on the pre-planning 

steps before deciding your destinations, available options and final 

itinerary. Planning a great vacation also can be part of the fun and 

build anticipation as you explore vacation opportunities. 

We purposely kept this report as concise as possible, mentioning 

only some of our favorite vacation ideas and travel tips. We hope it 

stimulates your wanderlust to explore and experience the world 

again and starts you thinking about your next great vacation. 
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Vacation Pre-Planning 

 Great Vacations Don’t Happen by Accident 

Great vacations require careful forethought and planning wherever and 

however you wish to travel. Whether you desire a short getaway or the 

trip of a lifetime, a great vacation is really all about achieving your travel         

objectives, getting the best value for your investment and creating lasting 

memories. Just “winging it” or haphazard planning usually results in 

memories you would prefer to forget and, unfortunately, there’s no such 

thing as a vacation do-over.  

Furthermore, as travel providers seek to recover from the hiatus            

created by the worldwide pandemic, the vacation marketplace abounds 

with reduced price promotions, added amenities and special vacation 

packages designed to regain lost business. In fact,  pricing for travel in  

the next year or so is currently the lowest in years. It’s important to       

remember, however, these “hot deals” may not represent a good value, 

especially if  it turns out to be a bad vacation, or it’s simply not the best 

vacation option for you.  

You will not realize a great vacation unless you both understand and     

fulfill your travel objectives, which usually requires painstaking planning. 

Identifying the overall purpose of your vacation is a good place to start. It 

might be as simple as just getting away from the daily grind for relaxation 

and rejuvenation following a stressful period. Alternatively, you might    

be celebrating a life milestone  – a special wedding anniversary, birthday  

or retirement. Simply having fun with family and friends is another good 

reason to plan a vacation and there are many other valid reasons to travel. 

Knowing your travel objectives defines your vacation and helps you     

identify potential destinations and many other elements leading to a great 

vacation.  

Unfortunately, too many people start planning a vacation by selecting the 

destination with little or no regard to their overall vacation goals or the 

specific travel experiences they actually desire.  

 

From Sydney, Australia to 
Cambodia, or from Big Sur 
on California’s Pacific coast 
to Luxor, Egypt, Brazil’s Rio 
de Janeiro or Avignon along 
the peaceful Rhône River in 
southern France, our world 
offers amazingly diverse    
vacation destinations.  

Getting a great     

vacation involves 

understanding 

what you expect     

to accomplish by 

taking a vacation, 

your travel style 

and many other        

requirements 

unique to you.  
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What’s Your Dominant Travel Style? 
Today’s travel options offer something for nearly everyone, creating a 

growing problem for vacation travelers ― almost too many choices!     

Furthermore, getting off-the-beaten path and away from the crowd has 

become increasingly popular and difficult, especially with vacationers 

seeking more personalized travel experiences. 

In advising thousands of clients over the past 15 years, many vacation 

travelers seem to fit one of four distinctive travel styles: 

The Tourist―Destination and “bucket list” driven; travels at a quick 
pace and wants to see as much as possible in the shortest amount 
of time; takes countless photos to remember the trip because, 
unfortunately, he or she doesn’t usually stop long enough to    
savor much more than the journey’s highlights. 

The Cultural Anthropologist―Seriously interested in history and      
culture; desires to meet the locals and immerse herself in their  
customs, cuisine and lifestyle; she usually takes longer trips   
traveling at a slower pace and may focus on pursuing personal 

special interests ― especially in England, France or the Baltics. 

The Adventurist―Clearly a thrill seeker, but he is not reckless; tends   
to be experience and adrenalin driven; takes shorter, more       
frequent trips and usually arrives home with “bragging” rights 
regarding his latest adventure or off-the-grid destination. A     
balloon flight over a Kenyan savanna or a Himalayan rafting     
expedition would likely be good options for a travel adventurist. 

The Holistic Traveler—Seeks self-improvement of mind, body and soul; 
travel may be as simple as a short getaway to rejuvenate, or an 
extended spa vacation focused on Eastern traditions such as    
acupuncture and yoga; such travelers may combine wellness   
experiences and ecological travel because they love the outdoors 
and getting close to nature. Taking the plunge into Iceland’s Blue  
Lagoon is a great experience for many such travelers. 

There is nothing fundamentally wrong with any of these travel styles or 

combination of styles, which certainly influence the nature and scope of 

many vacations. It’s important to understand the advantages, as well      

as the limitations, of your personal travel style. Furthermore, you may        

experience the best vacations when you venture somewhat out of  your 

comfort zone to realize greater benefits afforded by today’s exciting and 

diverse travel experiences. 

Whatever your personal travel style, always build “down 

time” into your itinerary, allowing added opportunities 

to simply relax or, better yet, time to explore the locale  

as “accidental” tourists. You may discover a local jewel 

overlooked by travel guidebooks, adding depth to your 

vacation experience. You also might connect with local 

residents, creating special memories when you “get lost” 

in places like Athens, Buenos Aires or Rome, as well as  

in smaller cities, including Lyon or Avignon, France.  

Visiting New Zealand’s    
Hobbiton movie set will     

delight the entire family on   
a “Down Under” escorted    

or self-driving tour.  

Consider what you 

enjoyed most about 

your last vacation, 

your personal travel 

style – its pluses 

and limitations –  

and always include 

“accidental” tourist  

time to experience 

the local culture. 
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Other Personal Considerations 

When planning a vacation, you also should reflect on the options       

most important to you and your travel companions. Here are a few     

questions among potentially many others to consider —  

• “How important is an active nightlife to our vacation, or would 

we prefer quite restful evenings following a leisurely dinner?”  

• “Would we enjoy an escorted group land tour with a pre-set        

itinerary, or would personalized independent travel be more  

to our liking?”  

• “Would we like a single destination with excursions and day 

trips to explore the region or prefer to broaden the range       

of our vacation by moving from place to place?” 

• “How important is fine wine and world-class cuisine to the      

enjoyment of our vacation?” 

• “Do we prefer major cities, small cities, a rural countryside,        

a cruise vacation to several destinations or a combination                

of land and sea?”  

• “Are we seeking an adults-only vacation or a family vacation 

with experiences and activities suitable for all ages?”  

The longer your list of personal considerations and questions to ask 

yourself and fellow travelers the more likely your itinerary will align 

with your preferences and ensure you will be rewarded by exceeding 

your vacation expectations. 

 

London’s Big Ben (top) and the 
Louvre Museum, as well as the 
lesser known museums of Paris 
are must see attractions during   
a 10-day vacation introducing 
both cities to your children.  

An Alaska cruise-tour of 10 to 17 
nights combines a coastal cruise 
and a land tour into the interior to 
experience the best of our 49th 
state, including Mt. Denali.   

A Cabo Polonia luxury resort 
along the coast near Montevideo, 
Uruguay (top right) combines 
sun, surf and relaxation, as well   
a taste of local culture. Be sure  
to include several days in nearby    
Buenos Aires before flying home. 
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The Nature and Scope of Your Vacation 
Vacations focused on specific themes have become        
increasingly popular with travel companies providing 
various tours, cruises and other opportunities designed 
to attract travelers with specific common interests. Such 
travel also offers excellent opportunities to meet like-
minded people who share your leisure pursuits. 

Custom itineraries created specifically for you or a small private 
group of family and friends might include various themes built into   
a single vacation. For example, your interest in history and culture, 
combined with your love of fine wine/cuisine and a summer music 
festival in Prague requires a bespoke vacation created around your 
multiple special interests. Here are a few travel theme ideas: 

Adventure Travel—People of all ages enjoy adventure travel 

when they define the adventure that’s appropriate for them. 
Such adventure might include searching for the “Big Five” 
on a deluxe East African safari; hiking or biking the Italian 
Dolomites; snorkeling on Australia’s Great Barrier Reef;     
or exploring Western U.S. National Parks. Such travel is 
possible when you consider your special interests and, more 
importantly, fully understand your physical limitations. 

Faith-based Travel—Spiritual tourism has become a rapidly 

growing leisure travel segment, with the world’s religious 
sites welcoming more than 330 million visitors each year. 
People of all faiths, including some 700,000 people from 
America, annually travel to the Holy Land, while Greece, 
Turkey, Italy and several other European countries attract 
countless spiritual pilgrims to religious sites every year. 
Faith travel both enriches one’s faith and strengthens      
personal spiritual beliefs. It also provides opportunities to 
incorporate other interests and activities into the itinerary. 

Family Travel—It’s all about creating memories and sharing   

common travel experiences. Family travel may be as simple 
as an all-inclusive resort beach vacation but it can be so 
much more. Alaska cruises and tours, your child’s first trip 
to Europe, ranch vacations in Montana’s Big Sky Country   
and many other travel opportunities offer memory-making 
vacations suitable for the entire family. Traveling with 
young children can be tricky but it’s not as challenging as 
you might think when you involve children in your planning 
and make sure to include activities that interest everyone.   

Food & Wine Travel—Traditional cuisine, local fruits and 

cheeses, fine wines and Michelin star restaurants, combined 
with a European river cruise, a small-group European tour 
or a custom private tour of the best wine regions in France 
or Italy are only a few options. Many food and wine options  
include hands-on cooking classes and private wine tastings 
allowing you to savor the best of local culture.      

Photo to Come 

Many adventure and exploration 
travelers regard an East African 

safari (top) as a once-in-a-lifetime       
experience until getting home    
and starting to plan their next     

trip to Kenya and Tanzania. 

Some 700,000 Americans visit     
the Holy Land annually –  as       

faith-based tourists and               
religious pilgrims. 

The grandeur of U.S. National 
Parks will WOW even teenagers   

on a family vacation when they first   
gaze across the Grand Canyon.    
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Ecology Travel—It’s about traveling responsively while      
exploring nature and biodiversity on display. A journey 
into a Costa Rican rainforest, New Zealand’s Milford 
Sound, a South Africa safari or a Galapagos Islands cruise 
represent a few examples. Also known as Ecotravel, such 
vacations involve getting closer to nature, while leaving 
only your footprints behind to preserve the environment.  

Exploration Travel—Discovering 5,000 years of history in 

ancient Egypt, cruising Amazon or Mekong rivers, polar 
expeditions, cruising the Drake Passage or learning throat 
singing on the plains of Mongolia represent experiences 
that stimulate the “explorer” in us. The experience may be 
more important than the destination, and the trip may  
require services of an expert guide. Small-ship exploration 
cruises to Antarctica and other off-the-grid journeys are 
attractive to growing numbers of adventure travelers, who 
typically allow 10 to 17 days for such travel. 

Genealogy Travel—Tracing your family roots and history 
through travel is a personal experience involving research 
and exploration seeking your family origins and history. It 
might involve researching records of foreign libraries and 
churches, or connecting with distant relatives you didn’t 
know exist. The more you discover about your family’s    
ancestors, the more you desire to visit their hometowns.  

Luxury Travel—Once characterized by how much a traveler 
spent on a vacation, luxury travel today is defined more by 
the desire for individual experiences, which means vastly 
different things to different people. Today’s travelers define 
luxury more in terms of magical destinations usually well 
off-the-beaten path and usually prefer an itinerary created 
to their unique specifications, whether it’s a trip of a life-
time or a lakeside fishing retreat in upper Canada.  

Romance Travel—It’s all about keeping the romance alive  
after the honeymoon, and second honeymoons do not have 
to take place only on milestone anniversaries. From short  
getaways to mountain retreats to romantic over-the-water 
bungalows in the Caribbean or the South Pacific, romance 
travel rekindles your affection for your partner. Adults-
only, all-inclusive resorts or spa vacations are popular but 
save the small-ship luxury cruise for special anniversaries.  

Wellness Travel—Rejuvenation of mind, body and soul is 
central to wellness travel, one of today’s fastest growing 
travel segments. Such vacations usually provide an escape 
from the demands of everyday life, closer connection with 
nature and the outdoors, and a focus on ways to improve 
your general health and wellbeing. In fact, wellness travel 
may be a good option for your first vacation following the 
pandemic. Wellness travel should not be confused with 
travel for medical treatments. 

Romance travel is not limited to  
newlyweds, especially along the 
Amalfi Coast of Italy. In fact, some 
couples take a honeymoon every 
year to celebrate their life together. 

Once you know your trip 

objectives and understand 

your travel style, you’ll 

find many options for 

great vacations built 

around a theme offering 

special experiences. 
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Other Important Planning Decisions 

After completing the previous tasks and considerations, you now are ready to finalize the nature   

and scope of your vacation by gaining general agreement from all travelers in making the following 

decisions: 

 Domestic or International Travel (which countries) ________________________________________ 

 

 Single or Multiple Destinations __________________________________________________________ 

  

    Off-the-Shelf or Custom Itinerary________________________________________________________ 

 

 Cruise, Land Tour, Resort Vacation or a Combination _____________________________________ 

 

 Travel Dates or Month _________________________________________________________________ 

 

 Vacation Length (include travel time) ____________________________________________________ 

 

 Special Celebrations or Travel Themes __________________________________________________ 

 

 Other “Must Haves” or “Must Do’s” _____________________________________________________ 

 

 Budget Range per Person (excluding air) ________________________________________________ 

   NOTE: Your priorities may change as you implement the plan, so remain open to incorporating new             

   opportunities that may enhance your overall vacation experience. 

Yellowstone National Park 
draws more than a million 

visitors annually, so be 
patient when you visit with 

your family. It’s worth it! 

Planes, Trains, Ships, Automobiles & More 

Now that you have a solid idea regarding your vacation          

objectives and other considerations, it’s time to start building  

your travel itinerary.  

Unless your vacation involves simply driving to a nearby       

domestic destination, your vacation likely begins at an airport. 

Identify your flight options first to establish “bookends” for 

your itinerary. Explore several options because the balance of 

your vacation must fit conveniently and comfortably within 

your flight schedule. Before making air reservations, however, 

you should have a good idea about how the other trip details fit 

within the bookends. That can be tricky, especially if you don’t 

relish the idea of leaving your hotel before dawn for your flight 

home.  

Plenty of opportunities for great vacations exist on land and 

sea – or even a combination of both. It’s important to under-

stand that finding the cruise or escorted land tour is not easy. 

While most major cruise lines and tour operators provide good 

experiences – some are better than others. Finding the one 

that’s right for you and your budget can be daunting. Also,          

remember photos on the Internet can be misleading.  
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All-Inclusive Resorts—Located primarily in the Caribbean, all-inclusive 

beach resorts offer a complete vacation in one spot. They include all 

meals, beverages, most water sports and optional spa treatments, as 

well as excursions to visit nearby points of interest. Some resorts are 

adults only, while others provide a range of activities for families of all 

ages. An adults-only, all-inclusive Caribbean or Baja, California resort 

would be perfect for a couple’s getaway. Before selecting an all-

inclusive resort make sure you will take advantage of all the included 

amenities. Your needs might be better served by selecting a resort 

offering fewer inclusions and freedom to enjoy more amenities out-

side the resort. A growing number of spa resorts can be found in 

Mediterranean – particularly in Spain, France, Italy, Greece and the 

Greek Islands, as well as in Southeast Asia and the South Pacific.  

Land Tours—Providing the best opportunities to explore one or more 

countries, land tours are well-suited for vacationers seeking cultural 

enrichment and learning about one or more countries, including 

America. Tours can vary from a few days to several weeks depending  

upon the number of countries and destinations on your itinerary.  

• Escorted Tours—Various tour operators offer budget, premium 

or luxury escorted tours designed to accommodate most travel 

budgets. A typical escorted land tour explores one or multiple 

countries on a set itinerary with 30 to 40 guests per motor coach. 

Excellent for travelers desiring a tour with someone else handling 

all of the details, several tour operators offer post-COVID tours 

accommodating as few as 20 to 24 travelers. A few premium and 

luxury tour companies offer custom private tours for couples, 

families and small groups of friends. Escorted tours are perfect 

for people wishing to leave the details to a guide. 

Too Many Vacation Options 

An all-inclusive Caribbean resort offers a perfect              
romantic getaway for couples. Just make sure you                                   
will use the amenities included in the price.  

From brief getaways 

to trips of a lifetime, 

your travel options 

range from land-

based resorts to ocean 

liners cruising the 

seven seas, or guided 

and bespoke tours to 

transport you almost 

any where in the 

world. Browsing the 

pages ahead will start 

you dreaming about 

your next great 

vacation.   
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• Bespoke Tours—As the name implies, such  

tours are tailored to the exact itinerary the traveler 

desires and usually provide more personalized 

experiences and options for couples, families and 

small groups of up to 16 guests. Bespoke tours 

generally cost more than off-the-shelf products 

but offer greater flexibility and value. They usually 

are best arranged through a travel advisor and  

tour operator working in concert. Experienced  

advisors also can create self-guided independent 

custom tours. 

• Exploration Tours—Best suited for adventure 

travelers, these tours are primarily for vacationers seeking 

travel well off-the-beaten path. Polar expeditions, jungle 

tours and extreme mountain hiking represent examples. 

We particularly recommend low-impact Gallipolis Island 

tours or small ship cruises for ecological travel. Before 

booking such tours study the itinerary and always consider 

your personal health and physical limitations.  

Ocean Cruises—Nearly 30 million people enjoyed an ocean 

cruise to destinations around the world in 2019. We usually 

recommend five or seven-night Caribbean itineraries for first- 

time cruisers. Longer itineraries of 10 nights to several weeks 

are available for cruises throughout the world. Cruising can be 

a great way for people to explore several destinations they 

might wish to revisit on a land vacation. For people with the 

time and budget, around the world cruises visiting as many as 

60 countries in more than 200 days usually sell out as soon as 

the itinerary is announced — as early as two years in advance.  

An escorted tour of Japan,                   
for example, may resemble                

something like this example           
of 10-day, one-country                 

itinerary above. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Planning a great cruise 

vacation requires careful 

planning. Selecting the 

cruise line and ship with 

accommodations and 

amenities best suited to 

you can be a challenge.  

You also must consider  

your travel budget, the 

itinerary and time            

available for your                   

vacation.   
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 Cruise ships come in all sizes ranging from small luxury vessels 

accommodating fewer than 100 guests to large floating resorts     

welcoming more than 6,000 vacationers. Cruises offer several 

vacation advantages: you unpack once; meals, entertainment 

and ocean transportation are included; onboard activities and 

several ports of call round out your resort-style vacation. 

 We suggest arriving at your embarkation port at least a day 

early to allow for flight delays and the opportunity to enjoy the 

departure city. You also might choose a pre- or post-cruise 

land extension in Alaska or Europe enhancing your vacation   

experience. Three to seven-night land extensions are offered 

on select itineraries. 

 You will find many cruise and shipboard options designed to fit 

your vacation objectives and budget among the following: 

• Contemporary—These cruises appeal to the broadest 

spectrum of vacationers; in other words, they offer some-

thing for everyone. The ships are large, accommodating 

4,000 to 6,000 guests and provide the widest variety of 

shipboard accommodations. Such cruises are perfect for 

inter-generational family groups. Several ships also offer 

“ship within a ship” accommodations providing a deluxe 

experience with additional amenities. Royal Caribbean    

offers the best shipboard children’s program by age 

groups. We also recommend Norwegian, the only cruise 

line offering 7-night, four-island cruises of Hawaii (year 

round), for contemporary cruise vacations. 

• Premium—Mid-size ships, accommodating 2,000 to 4,000 

guests, offer a more upscale dining, entertainment and   

educational cruise experience at a modest additional cost. 

Celebrity, Princess and Holland American, as well as     

Disney for its theme focus, are recommended. 

• Deluxe—Smaller ships (700 to 1,250 guests) usually offer  

10-night or longer itineraries, plus late-night departures or 

over-night port stays. Excellent cuisine in a country club 

atmosphere best describes these ships. We prefer Oceania 

or Azamara. 

• Specialty—Includes exploration cruises of the polar          

regions aboard ships carrying fewer than 250 guests;        

the Sea Dream Yacht collection of three ships welcoming 

112 guests with a crew of 96 cruising the Caribbean and 

Mediterranean; and Alaska or Croatia coastal cruises. We 

recommend the Celebrity Flora, for a luxury Galapagos  

Islands cruise with 100 guests. Windstar and Star Clippers 

offer unique cruise experiences aboard their four-masted 

schooner ships.  

Royal Caribbean’s private 
island, “A Perfect Day at    
CocoCay” (top), is available 
for family fun on select     
Bahamas and Caribbean 
cruises. 

Certain small luxury ships 
will take you to Antarctica   
to experience thousands of  
penguins and much more.  
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• Luxury—Small ships accommodating fewer than 700   

passengers seeking an intimate cruise experience, world-

class cuisine in varied dining venues, personal butler     

service, and excellent shore excursions. Itineraries range 

from seven nights to world cruises exceeding six months. 

While all luxury brands provide an excellent experience, we 

recommend Silversea and Regent Seven Seas. 

• Yachts—Cruising aboard a fully-crewed yacht is another 

trend in luxury cruising. Most are all-inclusive and visit 

smaller ports on seven to 20-night itineraries. Adventurous 

cruisers with proper know-how might consider a bareboat 

charter in the Caribbean.   

River Cruises—Cruising the great waterways of Europe – the 

Rhine, Danube, Volga and Rhône rivers – is a great way to visit 

several European countries and unpack only once. You will be 

traveling with 120 to 190 other guests and enjoy daily tours 

during stops along the itinerary to explore the local culture and 

history of the region.  

 Most river boats are essentially the same dimensions (443 feet 

long and 37-1/2 feet wide). The fewer guests accommodated 

onboard translates into larger public spaces. Contemporary, 

premium and luxury ships vary in amenities, décor and pricing.  

Cruising aboard a schooner ship is a special travel experience for people seeking to explore unspoiled             
destinations in the Mediterranean, Caribbean and many other parts of the world where big ships cannot navigate.  
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   Our preferences include the seven to 23-night itineraries by 

AMA Waterways or Uniworld Boutique River Cruises. More  

adventurous travelers will enjoy Zambesi or Nile river cruises in 

Egypt, as well as cruising rivers in India, Vietnam and China. 

Exploring the canals of France on a chartered barge is a great 

option for eight to 12 couples traveling together for fun, local 

culture and great wines.  

 Closer home, river cruise options explore America’s heartland 

along the Mississippi, Tennessee and Ohio rivers, as well as in 

the Pacific Northwest on the Columbia and Snake rivers. Some 

itineraries include pre- or post-cruise nights in New Orleans or 

Memphis.  

Rail Vacations—Travel via rail evokes a by-gone era for many  

vacationers who are rediscovering its advantages. It’s the best 

way to get around Europe with a rail network blanketing the 

continent and trains that run on time. We especially like the 

iconic trains of Switzerland as a great way to experience the 

country. We also recommend Rocky Mountaineer for itineraries 

through the Canadian Rocky Mountains. The EuroStar train 

connecting London with Paris, Amsterdam or Brussels via the 

Chunnel is an excellent way to pack a two or three-country   

vacation into 10 to 14 days. Japan’s bullet train is the best way 

to explore Japan on your own at speeds of 200 mph. Amtrak 

Vacations provides various options for travel around the United 

States, including many pre-packaged trips.  

Safaris—An African safari is a once-in-a-lifetime experience but, 

after your first safari, you likely will want to do it again. Most 

popular destinations are Kenya, Tanzania and Rwanda in East 

Africa, as well as Botswana and South Africa. Pricing can vary 

substantially and, budget permitting, you will want to splurge 

for a deluxe or luxury experience from providers with the best 

local infrastructure, expertise and connections to do safaris 

right. You will be traveling in a small group on classic safaris 

ranging from nine to 17 nights, plus international travel time. 

Certain providers also offer safaris in India. 

Villa Vacations—For groups of eight to 20 people looking for a 

secluded Caribbean vacation, a villa may be the perfect option. 

Some are fully staffed for your convenience. A private villa may 

be less expensive per person than a hotel/resort. We especially 

recommend villas for extended stays of at least a week or more 

in Mediterranean countries. Renting a vehicle or private tours 

make area day trips viable. Look for properties that have been 

fully vetted and certified for cleanliness and have a support 

staff. You also will find historic rustic villas, most with swimming 

pools and air conditioning, dotting the hills of Tuscany, the 

French Riviera and the Iberian Peninsula. 

 

A European river cruise 
(top) offers a low-impact 
way to explore the heart 
of  the continent’s major 
cities –  from Amsterdam 
to the Black Sea. 

Friends or family groups 
might consider a full or 
partial charter of a canal 
boat to explore Europe’s    
smaller waterways and 
country life. Lunch might 
feature a picnic of fruit, 
cheese, fresh bread and 
local wine obtained from  
a passing village. 

A Rocky Mountaineer rail 
vacation of four-to-nine 
days is a great way to   
explore the Canadian 
Rocky Mountains and   
visit iconic Lake Louise 
resort hotels.  
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Hotels Can Make or Break Your Vacation  

You may be surprised to learn that more than a million 

hotels operate in locations scattered throughout the 

world. Selecting the right properties for your vacation 

can be challenging – especially since you can’t always  

rely on photos or recommendations found online.  

We generally recommend nothing lower than 3-star properties in 

Europe and prefer small boutique properties, or iconic historic     

hotels, in or near city centers.  

Compare the differences between standard, superior and deluxe 

rooms and make selections appropriate to your travel style and 

budget. Many times a deluxe room in a 3-star hotel is lower priced 

and better than the standard room of a 4-star hotel –  and the same 

result may apply when you compare 4- and 5-star properties. The 

hotel rating system can be a bit confusing. For example, an other-

wise 4-star property not offering room service may be rated three 

stars for simply not providing that amenity.  

Business hotels and those located on city outskirts tend to offer  

lower pricing but your savings may evaporate as you travel greater 

distances just getting around city. Yet, if you consider vacation     

hotels as simply a place to sleep, a lower-cost hotel on the city’s 

fringe will save you money. On the other hand, should you enjoy  

exploring shops, restaurants and entertainment venues near your 

hotel, look for city-center hotels with fewer than 100 rooms (smaller 

is usually better, especially those offering concierge services). You 

also may be within walking distance to major museums/attractions 

and more likely experience the city as the locals do. 

Out of the cities and into the countryside, hotel rating systems 

are less important than the location and potential best experience. 

For travelers to Tuscany, we recommend Casali in Valdi Chio for a    

winery experience where your will be accommodated in updated, 

centuries-old properties. From there you can discover the region by 

car or by short rail trips into Florence to explore the birthplace of the 

Renaissance, local cuisine and great wines. It’s also an excellent 

venue for destination weddings. 

For family travel with young children, select connecting rooms, two-

bedroom suites or single rooms accommodating everyone.    

If celebrating a wedding anniversary, splurge and go for the 5-star 

hotels that create magical experiences and lasting memories. For 

example, you will always remember celebrating a special life event 

by staying in a junior suite with a balcony view of Paris’ Eiffel Tower, 

or in an ancient German castle perched high above the Rhine River; 

in a iconic country estate in France, Ireland or England; or enjoying 

a Mediterranean vista from a boutique hotel in the Greek Islands. 

Hotels come in all shapes, sizes 
and experiences ranging from a 

boutique hotel in Avignon, France 
(top), to Tuscany accommodations 

in a farmhouse, over-the-water 
bungalows in Mexico, a 5-star hotel 
a block from London’s Buckingham 

Palace and many others.  
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In the immediate future,         
we expect more travelers to 
seek uncrowded vacation 
locales ― smaller cities and 
remote locations that take 
them closer to nature and 
outdoor activities. An off-
the-grid Indonesian island 
may be a little extreme for 
most of us but a growing 
number of people are      
attracted to such vacation 
destinations for a total            
getaway. 

Congratulations — 

Your great vacation plan is ready to implement! 

We hope this special report has stimulated your thinking about the major 

components that comprise a great vacation. Unfortunately, the era of do-

it-yourself travel planning ended in 2020, as the COVID-19 virus encircled 

the globe. Traditionally, many travelers found joy and the time accessing 

and organizing the myriad of details related to a planning a great vacation 

without assistance from a travel professional. In the post-pandemic world, 

that task has become literally impossible. 

When seeking travel planning assistance from a travel professional,          

it’s important to appreciate the difference between a travel agent, who 

merely “books” your reservations, and a travel advisor ― someone who  

represents your best interests in working with various travel providers 

and who is available to you before, during and following your trip.  

Look for a travel advisor who asks questions, presents options, involves 

you in decisions and earns your trust. Interview prospects just as you 

would if selecting a financial advisor. Having read this report will help you 

ask the right questions, including several of the following: 

• How long have you worked in the travel industry? 

• Do you specialize in particular destinations or travel segments? 

• Are you associated with a travel consortium/host or do you work 
independently? 

• Can you handle every detail of our trip from door-to-door? 

• How many countries have you personally visited? 

• Have you earned any certifications or special designations as       
a travel advisor? 

• How many clients do you typically handle at a time? 

• How broad is your client base; are most of your clients local? 

• Do you carry “errors and omissions” insurance? 

• What fees, if any, do you charge for your services?  

• What are your business hours and availability after hours? 

• Will you provide references from existing clients? 

Such interviews serve a two-fold purpose: make you comfortable trusting 
your vacation plan to this advisor and, for the travel professional, make 
sure the potential client is a good fit for the travel practice. Working with a 
qualified travel advisor should be a collaboration.  

Today’s travel professional also must know health protocols and various 
travel requirements that can vary from country to country, as well as a    
good understanding of travel providers’ health and safety procedures, 
protocols and requirements that enable you to travel with confidence.  

Finally and most importantly, look for a travel professional your feel will 

put your best interests ahead of their own.  

In the post-pandemic 

world, do-it-yourself 

travel planning has 

become difficult, if 

not impossible, so 

seek professional 

help. 
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Travel Tips for Great Vacations 

Arrive Early—Whether joining an escorted group or taking a cruise vacation, we recommend       

arriving at least a day or two before the actual beginning of your vacation. You will not have to 

worry about flight delays that could cause you to miss your ship’s departure or the start of your 

tour, and you will have more time to explore the city where your vacation begins. 

Airport Transfers—“Meet & Greet” private transfers from the airport to your ship or hotel are highly 

recommended, particularly following an overnight inter-

national flight. While costing more than group transfers 

or public transportation, private transfers are your best 

option especially after a long flight. 

Foreign Currency—Major credit cards are accepted world-

wide except in the most remote locations. A modest 

amount cash in each country’s currency for gratuities 

and small purchases may be obtained through your   

local bank (allow three or four days). Avoid airport          

foreign currency booths offering poor exchange rates.  

International Connections in Europe—If your final destination in Europe requires connecting thru 

another European airport, allow extra time for your connection. When you first land in Europe, 

you will be required to clear European Union customs and immigration, and the lines can be long 

at busy times. You don’t want to miss your connecting flight while standing in one of those lines. 

International Driver Permits—If you plan to drive a car in Europe or other parts of the world, we 

recommend you obtain such a permit from an American Automobile Association (AAA) office for 

about $20 for each driver. You likely will not need this permit to rent a vehicle but, should you be 

stopped by police or involved in an accident, the permit will come in handy. Know that in many 

countries, road signs will only be posted in the local language. 

Language Barriers—English is spoken almost universally but it helps to learn a few words in the  

local tongue of the countries you visit. “Good day”, “Excuse me”, “Do you speak English?” and, 

most importantly, “Thank you” are foreign phrases you should know to engender respect for the 

local language and get you the help you need most of the time. 

Local Customs—It’s always important to respect local customs wherever you go and be sure to 

dress appropriately, especially when visiting cathedrals and other religious sites. 

Medical Requirements—Depending upon your destination, you may need certain inoculations prior 

to arrival. Visit the Center for Disease Control (CDC) website for pre-travel recommendations and 

information regarding the COVID virus. Understanding such requirements in advance of making 

any reservations is advised. 

Passports & Visas—Dig out your U.S. Passport (s) when beginning to plan your trip. Most countries  

require you to have passports good for at least six months from date your return home. It may 

take up to three months for a passport renewal, so apply early if necessary. All travelers, will 

need a passport, including children. You also must check any visa requirements for all countries 

you plan to visit. Make copies of your passports and pack them separately from your passport. 

Having copies will help get a replacement should your passport be lost or stolen. 

Travel Insurance—“Stuff” happens when you travel, so don’t leave home without insurance that      

covers you in case of a mishap or medical emergency. Also know that a growing number of 

countries now require foreign visitors to demonstrate proof of medical coverage for entrance. 
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Packing Tips for Smart Travelers  

Think “Outside the Bag”—Strategize your wardrobe on the bed at home before you put things in 

the suitcase. It will help you visually pick things that mix and match, pare down anything you can 
live without and itemize what goes into the suitcase to make sure you’ve remembered everything. 

Carry On is King—If it is a short trip or a trip to a warm climate, you likely can fit everything you 
need in one carry-on bag (this is one time you want to go with the largest allowable size bag). 

You can enjoy an easier check-in at the airport and get to your vacation destination sooner by 

bypassing the luggage carrousel upon arrival. 

Leave Room for Gifts and Souvenirs—Packed suitcases may not have room for the souvenirs and 

other items you purchase during the trip. So, leave those “just in case” items at home. 

Two Pairs of Shoes Will Do!—If you aren’t checking luggage; wear the heaviest pair on the plane. 

Comfortable footwear also should match the activities envisioned during your trip. 

Eliminate Items Provided at Your Destination—Verify what is provided at your resort or aboard 

ship. In most cases some toiletries, beach towels, hair dryers, irons, laundry facilities and beach 
toys may be provided at your hotel or resort. In fact, carry-on irons, hair driers and other heat-

generating appliances are prohibited on most ships. 

Pack Colors that Mix and Match—Black, beige, brown and white are great. And you can take fewer 

accessories too because everything is conveniently interchangeable. A great resource for wrinkle 

free travel wear is TravelSmith.com. 

Place Items in Plastic Baggies—Zip cloth items into plastic bags, making sure to remove excess  

air to seal them shut. The two-gallon size works wonderfully. This is great for overseas travel       

because it keeps clean and dirty cloths separate, and the seal makes things lay flatter so you can 
fit more into the suitcase and still have room for purchases. (This trick should be used particularly 

for extended trips; otherwise, you will end up overpacking.) 

Cross-Pack—As the old saying goes, don’t pack all of your personal clothes in one suitcase. Include 

at least one day of his needs in your luggage and a few of your necessities in his bag — just in 

case your bag arrives at your destination when you do and his arrives a day or so later. 

Downsize It—You really don’t need full size toiletries. Yes, travel sizes cost a bit more, but they          

allow most necessary items through security. Medications must travel in your carry-on.  

Do your Homework—Check the Internet for climate information at your destination reviewing       

temperatures and destination weather patterns to avoid packing the wrong weight of clothing.   

Plan to Wash Socks and Underwear—By planning to wash and wear some garments, you can    

accommodate a larger wardrobe and never feel inconvenienced. Best bet: pack one pair of pants 
for every two or three days of travel, one shirt per day, two evening wear items for the entire trip 

and pack 50% fewer undergarment items, so you will only have to do laundry once during the 

trip. Try wearing each item of wardrobe three times or three different ways during extended   
travel itineraries or cruises. 

Invest in an Electricity Converter—If traveling internationally, a small converter is a must have to 
convert 220 voltage to 110 power. A good one will cost about $40, have adapters to fit various 

electrical outlets and include ports for recharging your phones, laptops and tablets. 

 Leave Expensive Jewelry at Home—Even costume jewelry that looks expensive can make you a 

target for thieves, so leave jewelry and other expensive items at home. And never pack cameras 

or other valuables in your checked luggage. 

Organize Your Travel Documents—Double check your travel documents, including passports/

visas, airline tickets, travel vouchers and itinerary before packing them for easy access in your 
carry-on. Make copies of your passports and both sides of credit cards; then place the copies in a 

different piece of luggage. Having these copies handy will be invaluable if you loose a passport or 

credit card while traveling. Also, remove all unnecessary items from your purse or wallet.  

http://www.travelsmith.com/ts/home.jsp
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For a complimentary vacation consultation, 

 please contact Chris Archer at 404.392.7609, or  

 via email: chrisarcher@cruiseandtravelexperts.com 

Visit our website at www.vacationsbycruiseandtravelexperts.com 
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